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CONSIDERATIONS 
UPON A NEW 


PLACE-TAX: 


T muſt 1 allowed to be an Effect of 
Public- Spirit in Thoſe in Power, if a 

Thought has been entertained by 
them of laying an additional Tax upon 
Places and Penſions under the Government. 
Whether ſuch a Thing 'be now deſigned, 
or not, the Notion has been well received, 
Againſt the time it may be put in Practice, 
and for the ſake of urging it to be ſo, ſome 
Conſiderations are humbly offered for ren- 
dering a Plan of that fort more perfect and 
reaſonable, as well as more extenſive, and 
conſequently more beneficial, 
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1 
The Government has undoubtedly a full 
Right to ſay to thoſe more immediately em- 


ployed in its Service, that they muſt ſub- 


mit to a ſmall Reduction in their Salaries, 
or give way to ſuch as will accept them 


ſo reduced. Of ſuch there are enough, 


though probably not one would be wanted 


upon that Occaſion. A Propoſal of this 


kind might be juſtifiable at any time, 
moſt Places, as they are managed, being 
perhaps overpaid. But in the preſent Exi- 
gencies of the State ſuch a Method of 
Public Oeconomy ſeems almoſt abſolutely 
neceſſary. > 

But why ſhould Public Oeconomy, 
why ſhould Public Virtue be thus confined 


to the ſeveral Offices of Buſineſs in the 


State? There is another Set of Gentlemen 
poſſeſſed of very profitable Poſts, which, 
tho' not falling literally under the De- 
ſcription of Offices of Buſineſs, may yet 


juſtly make them regarded as holding 


Places, as 'tis called, under the Govern- 
| | ment, 


2 MRO" l n „ 
* P "Lp IP 


. 


Ex} 


ment, at the ſame time that they are 
dignified with another Character. Theſe 


Gentlemen, from that particular Character, 
as well as from their known Zeal to the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, will certainly expect 
to be included in any Plan deſigned for the 


Service of their Country. They might 
with reaſon think themſelves neglected, if 


not made to concur in a Meaſure, which 


at this time particularly appears ſo reaſon- 
able; a time, when we are menac'd with 


all the Force of a moſt powerful and am- 
bitious Enemy, who muſt needs be doubly 


ſo to what thoſe Gentlemen profeſs to de- 


fend, and who would overthrow that Altar 
at which they have the Honour to ſerve. 


The Perſons here meant are manifeſtly 
the dignified Clergy. They enjoy many 
and great Places, without any or with little 
Trouble attending them; yet in conſe- 
quence of them they bear no inconſiderable 
Rank, as no doubt they will agree, in the 


State as well as the Church, To this laſt 
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Name however, thoſe Places, being chiefly 


of mere Profit, ſeem ſcarce worthy to be 


referr'd; at leaſt they muſt be allowed ta 
be very diſtinguiſhable from other ſpiritual 


Offices; and in the preſent View may well 


be comprized under the Meaning, if nat 


Name, of Government - Places. F 
The Church, inſtead of being in the leaſt 
alarmed by ſuch 7 a "Meaſure, would, it is 


imagined, take it as a real Compliment, to 


be thus rendered more than ordinary ſer- 
viceable to the Civil Power ; whilſt, at the 


fame time, the higheſt Orders of that ſacred 

Function would have the beſt Opportunity 
of teſtifying to the World a Diſintereſted- 
neſs and Contempt of Riches ſo becoming 
of, as well as advantageous to, the Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity. Nevertheleſs, for the ſake of 


obviating every poſlible Objection, it may 
not be improper to conſider more at large 
the Reaſonableneſs of extending any new 
Tax | _ Places, ſo as to Ws 1g the 

Sine- 
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Sine-cu res, and other * lucrative Poſts 
in the Church. 

It is not forgot, that the Clergy in general 
are tax d by their Repreſentatives in the 
common Method with the reſt of the 
People. No Aids or Benevolences, therefore, 
are now expected from them as a diſtinct 
Body; a great and very uſeful Part of which 
are, according to the preſent Management of 
thoſe Affairs, too plainly unable to give Aids 
_ of that ſort. This, tis hoped, may be remedied 
| Hereafter, But the Queſtion now is, Whe- 

ther ſome diſtinguiſhed Parts of that reve- 
rend Body may not, from the Nature of 
their particular Poſts, bear being charged 
with a ſmall additional Tax, in common 
with all Civil Placemen, whom they ſo 
much reſemble with regard to thoſe Poſts. 
It is ſubmitted, therefore, that all ſuch 
Perſons who enjoy mere Places or Penſions 
in the Church, under the Denomination of 
Dignities, where there is little or no Duty, 
with great Profits, be conſidered in the 

Light 
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6 
Light of holding Places under the Govern- 
ment, and conſequently ſubject to any new 


Tax judged proper to be impoſed * 


ſuch Places. 

Let the Affair be candidly ite, 
and it may appear that it is for Reaſons of 
State chiefly that thoſe Places in the Church 
are continued upon the preſent footing. 
Reaſons of Religion can ſcarce be aſſigned 


why, for inſtance, a Reſidentiary of St. 
Paul's or Durham ſhould have an Income 


of Seven hundred Pounds merely for going 
to Prayers there twice a Day, perhaps for 
three Months, within that period of time. 


It ſhould ſeem to contradict any Notion of 
Chriſtian as well as natural Equity, that 


one Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould receive 
ſo great Hire for ſuch eaſy Service, whilſt 
another, the Curate, ſhall do the whole 
Duty of a Pariſh throughout the Year for 


much leſs than a tenth Part of that Sum, 


and That perhaps at the poſitive Appoint- 
ment of one of theſe his ſuperior Brethren, 
This 
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This Affair therefore muſt by no means 
be regarded in a religious View. Even 
Eccleſiaſtical Polity will ſcarce juſtify ſuch 
ſtrange Inequalities. But whatever may 
have been the firſt Occaſion of theſe Things, 
it is evident that ſuch Sine-cures are now 
to be conſidered as Places and Gratuities 
lodged, ultimately, in the Hands of the ci- 
vil Power, in order to encourage and re- 
ward extraordinary Merit. To ſuch Uſes, 
it is preſumed, they are applied, and that 
all Deans, Reſidentiaries, Canons, Prebends, 
Præcentors, and Treaſurers of Cathedrals, 
together with Maſters of Hoſpitals, &c. are 
Perſons eminent for Learning, Piety, or 
ſome other Qualification, and whom the- 
Government thinks fit to diſtinguiſh with 
particular Favours. The juſt Inference is, 
that the State may take the Liberty to tax 
them as well as all other Court-Favours. 

But it may be demanded, in order to 
put the thing in a ſtrong Light, whether 
al Chapters and Cathedral Officers be 


. | really 


— — ER: 


181 
really of no Uſe. To anſwer ſuch a Que- 
ſtion it may be enough to reply, that it is 
not here propoſed to aboliſh them. They 
may be uſeful in many religious as well as 


political Reſpects. But can it be pretended 


they would be leſs uſeful in either, ſhould 


they be made to pay a ſmall Tax extra- 
ordinary like other eaſy lucrative Poſts, in 


order to ſupport the Government that in- 
dulges and protects them ? 

It appearing therefore, that theſe Sine- 
cures or Places in the Church are very dif- 
ferent from the real Offices of the facred 
Function, being held, tho' not by another 


Teznure, at leaſt by another ſort of Service, 


ſo, as (carce to be eſteem'd Clerical: It is 


next to be aquired, how far they agree 


with thoſe Places held abſolutely under 


the Civil Power, and conſequently to be 


taxed accordingly. . 


Should it be thought fit at this or any 
other time to lay a Tax upon the clear 


Profits of all Places under the Govern- © 
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191 
ment, that is, to charge them with an 
additional Tax, the general Reaſon may 
be ſuppoſed to be, that ſuch Revenues can 
beſt bear it. As they are not the natural 
Property of any particular Perſons, they 
may be conferred upon what Conditions the 
State pleaſes, provided they be not unrea- 
ſonable. They certainly are not ſo, as to 
Pay, provided there be enough to ſet the 
Perſon ſuppoſed to officiate above Tempta- 


tion to frauds in his Office. Should ſuch 


Revenues be taxed ſomewhat higher than 
other Eſtates, there can be little room 


for Complaint, ſince even thus they are 


manifeſtly deſirable and advantageous, 


Theſe Reaſons hold much ſtronger with 
regard to the Sine-cures or Places in the 
Church, as well becauſe they are more really 
Sine-cures than moſt other Poſts in the State, 
as becauſe they are for Life. This laſt 
Circumſtance, tho' it cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have been conſidered in the Choice of that 
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Profeſſion, muſt, notwithſtanding, be ſo in 


valuing ſome of the ordinary Advantages 

of it. 8 
There is another very ſtrong Reaſon for 

conſidering theſe Places in the Church as 


ſcarcely Clerical; and this is drawn from 
the conſtant uniform Practice of theſe 


dignified Gentlemen, who, after having 
procured two or three of theſe Sine- cures, 
do not ſeem to think themſelves in the leaſt 
precluded from putting- in for as large a 
Share, as poſſible, of the other truly Cleri- 
cal Employments, which they may have 
in common with their inferior Brethren: 


Over whom likewiſe they muft be ſup- 


poſed, from their approved Addreſs, to 


have a great Advantage even in that Pur- 
ſuit. Vet they appear no leſs ready for 
their Compliment of Livings and Benefices 
of that Sort: As if in. theſe only they 
thought they acted in their proper Charac- 


ter; and as if in theſe only they could exert, 
when 
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r! 
when they do exert, their peculiar Mini- 
ſtring- Faculty. 

Such a Practice Gentlemen of their Call- 
ing would certainly not allow themſelves 
to purſue, were they not perſuaded within 
themſelves, that all ſuch Sine-cures or Places 
did ſcarce partake of that ſacred Office. 
Indeed, their great Argument upon ſuch Oc- 
caſions is, that, as there is no Care of Souls 
attending thoſe Poſts, they are left ſtill at Li- 
berty to take Care of the Souls of two large 
Pariſhes, none too large. If this Argument 
be good, it ſeems as good a one totake itthe 
other way, that, if ſuch Poſſeſſors of Sine- 
cures acting in a ſort of Lay-Capacity be not 
accountable for Souls, as they contend, they 
may, with the more Juſtice, be made ac- 
countable like other Placemen for the good 
things relating to the Body? 

The Fact upon the whole ſtands plainly 
thus. All Eccleſiaſtical Revenues, in the 
preſent Syſtem of Taxes, are ſuppoſed to 
* put upon a Level with all civil Eſtates. 
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But ſome Species of the Civil, from ſome 


particular Circumſtances belonging to it, 


are thought able to bear an additional Tax. 
It is concluded therefore, that ſome Species 
of Eccleſiaſtical, which are found to have 
the ſame or better Circumſtances, may 
likewiſe bear the ſame Tax extraordinary. 


It is not foreſeen, that, Prejudice apart, 


any one reaſonable Objection can lie againſt 
this Poſition. The Reaſonableneſs of the 
Meaſure is grounded in general upon the 
great Diſproportion of the Profits with re- 
gard to the Trouble of executing thoſe 
Church-Places; it is confirmed by the Si- 
militude between thoſe and Governments 
Places; and farther by the practical Con- 
feſſion of moſt of the ſuperior Clergy, who 
ought beſt to underſtand the Nature and 
Dignity of their own Profeſſion. 
It remains therefore to extend this Plan 
by a Parity of Reaſon to ſome other Caſes 
of the like Nature. As the Church Sine- 
cures are found liable to this Tax, it ſeems 
a 
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equally reaſonable that all ſorts of Eccleſi- 
aſtical Pluraliſts ſhould be ſo. For, al- 


though two parochial Benefices be allowed, 


befides thoſe other Places at the ſame Time, 
to be held by the ſame Perſon through an 
extraordinary Diſpenſation; yet as the 


ſame Perſon cannot be made even by the 


ſame extraordinary Power to be preſent in 
two Places at once, and conſequently can- 
not be ſuppoſed to officiate in more than one, 
it follows that with regard to that other he 
muſt be a Sine-curiſt and liable accordingly. 
But to bring theſe Caſes to a certain eaſy 
Rule of Practice, a Sum might be ſpecified, 
as handſome as can be thought fit, for pa- 
rochial Duty; and all above that, enjoyed 
in whatever ſhape by the ſame Clergyman, 
as a Clergyman, to pay the Tax as Sine- 
cures or Places. The civil Pluraliſt is to 
pay it for all Places, be the Amount more 


or leſs: So that a Preference is here given 


to the Eccleſiaſtical. It could be wiſhed 
that the latter would have the ſame Regard 
i 8 to 


[14 ] 
to his Subſtitute, who however is thought 
to be paid generally much worſe than any 
other Deputy in an Office. 
And here may be conſidered the Caſe 
of one large Pariſh only, where the In- 


cumbent, as is often done in London, 


thinks fit to relinquiſh to Curates of va- 
rious Denominations all Concerns of his 
Flock, except perhaps Preaching once a 
Sunday in the Town-ſeaſon, It muſt be 
obſerved, that by theſe Means freſh Con- 
tributions are raiſed upon the Pariſhioners, 
But whether that Method be right or not, 
the Incumbent making himſelf a Sine-curiſt 
in great Meaſure, ought undoubtedly to 
pay the Tax for all above the Sum ſpecified, 


which would be no inconfiderable Thing 


upon ſome great Livings from Three hun- 


dred to Eight or perhaps to a Thouſand 


Pounds per Annum. Nevertheleſs for Exam- 
ple” s ſake, and to provide for weak Con- 
ſtitutions; ſuch, and all others, who hav- 

ing 
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ing one Living only do not reſide upon 
it, might be excuſed the Tax, if thought 


proper, upon allowing a third at leaſt to 


thoſe who venture to do the Duty of the 
Church. 

As to the bigheſt and moſt reſpectable 
Order of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, tho! they 
are by no means reducible to any of the 
foregoing Caſes, yet they will excuſe being 


mentioned upon this Occafion, was it for 


the ſake only of Impartiality. And it is 
not doubted, from the remarkable Public 
Spiritedneſs ſhewn by ſome, and from the 
preſumed Moderation of others who now 
preſide at the Head of the Church, but that, 
if the Tax in Queſtion was to take Place, 
they would voluntarily pay a Regard to it 


in a Manner the moſt proper. True it is, 


that the Prelates of our Church cannot be 
ſaid to enjoy its rich Patrimonies upon the 
ſame eaſy Terms with the Dignitaries and 
Sine-curiſts before mentioned. Annexed 

to 


[16] 
to their high Poſts there is a very ſerious 
and important Duty; and it is by no means 
infinuated, that this Duty is not as well 
diſcharged at this preſent as at any time for 
ſome paſt Centuries: Beſides their Atten- 
dance upon that in the Summer-ſeaſon, the 
Faſhion of the Times requires their attend- 
ing the Buſineſs of the Parliament in the 
Winter: So that, it muſt be allowed, con- 
ſiderable Revenues are neceſſary for them, 
in order to ſupport properly their twofold 
Character. Such Revenues care is taken 
that they all have, ſome in a great Degree. 
And now, after all Allowances for the 
State of one Part of that Character, it is 
ſubmitted if there be not yet enough to 
diſplay all the Grace of the other, even in 
an extraordinary Manner, I mean with a 
View to the Plan under Conſideration, - If 
there be enough, it muſt be obſerved, 

That thoſe Revenyes, as it is appre- 
| hended, like the reſt belonging to the 
Collegiate 
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Collegiate Churches, were in their Origin 


chiefly intended not only for general Ho- 


ſpitalities, but alſo for the particular Sup- 
port of the poor Chriſtians in the ſeveral 
Diſtricts, The antient Biſhops, as ap- 
pears from the Writings of ſome of them, 
called themſelves literally the Stewards of 
the Poor. They took care of, and thought 
themſelves accountable for, the Donations 
of charitable Perſons ; who upon that Sup- 
poſition were continually adding to the Re- 
venues of the Church, thinking by thoſe 


means to make a laſting Proviſion for theic 


diſtreſt Brethren, This is ſo true, that 
ſome of thoſe Fathers have declared ex- 
preſsly, they ſhould eſteem it a kind of 
of Sacriledge not to apply theſe Charities 
almoſt wholly to thoſe Uſes, All of them 
profeſſed to make this a Part of the Epi- 
ſcopal Function. It was this chiefly among 
other then painful Duties of that great Of- 
fice, that deterred formerly ſo many from 
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accepting it. They not only really refuſed, 


but flew into Deſerts from being compelled - 


to take, a Charge, which they might poſſi- 
bly fail-in from Inattention and Unſkil- 
fulneſs in ſuch Matters, that is, in the Ma- 
nagement of the public Money; a Point 
eſteemed ſo very eſſential, that it was 
alone decifive of their Character as F athers 
of the Church, [2s 1 | 

No Doubt there were always many, 
who did not think or act ſo ſtrictly in this 
Reſpect. Vet it ſeems plain, that the ge- 


neral Practice went in that Courſe; and 


that not only the accidental Contributions, ; 
but alſo the ſtanding Revenues of thoſe 


Churches were reckoned, as chiefly be- 


longing to the Poor under the Direction 


of their Spiritual Governours. 

But the Caſe being now entirely other- 
wiſe, and the whole Syſtem of thoſe Af- 
fairs changed by public Authority ; the 
Poor being abſolutely detatcht from the 

I Biſhops 
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Biſhops and Collegiate Churches as ſuch, 
and thrown upon the People in general to 


be provided-for by Pariſh Collections; 
theſe Things being ſo now, a Quære may 


ariſe, whether the People have not in Equity 
a ſort of Demand upon that Part of the 
Church-Revenue with regard to the Poor 
ſo taken off, It is not inſiſted upon as 
Law, but ſubmitted as a Reaſon why 


ſomething extraordinary might be afforded 


towards the Tax in queſtion: Eſpecially 


as it 1s not entirely clear that thoſe Eſtates 


pay their Proportion of the preſent Tax 
with regard to Fines and other eventual 
Emoluments. But be this as it may, there is 
another good Reaſon in favour of the new 
Tax from the great Improvements conti- 
nally making i in thoſe Eſtates, By Im- 
provements 1s not meant any new Art or 
Method invented by thoſe Eccleſiaſtical 
Bodies for meliorating the Quality of 


Land. That would be an Improvement 
ö D 2 for 


[20] 
for which Thanks might be due from the 
Public. But the Improvements meant 
upen thoſe Occaſions are entirely of a pri- 
vate Nature, being only certain Advantages 
taken of the real Improvements made by 
others. This is a refined Piece of Huſ- 
bandry, not ſo well underſtood in the 
Country; and for which, whatever Thanks 
may be due, few are received. The com- 
mon Argument, that the Church may do 
as other People, carries Reaſon ; but then 
it is mere Reaſon, nothing charaQteriſtic 
of the Dignity of the Church. It rather 
proves too much: It proves, that, as thoſe 
Perſons do not think proper to decline 
any worldly Means of raiſing their Eſtates, 
they can the better afford to pay a ſmall 


Tax extraordinary, which ſome other 


Eſtates of the like donative kind are ſup- 

poſed able to do, | 
But to make this Matter till clearer, a 
Caſe will be brought to illuſtrate it. Sup- 
poſe 
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poſe a Prelate of the Church ſhould by 
Accident obtain a great Poſt at Court; 


and that, after ſome Time being diſmiſſed, 


and leaving every thing of that ſort behind 
him, ſhould ſo entirely devote himſelf to 


rural Affairs, as in a very few Years to 


raiſe his Revenues above a third by the 
Improvements before- mentioned, is not 


that See, which, as it was rated before, did 


not pay perhaps half its juſt Quota to the 
common Land-Tax, become now much 
more a fit Object of a ſmall Tax extraor- 
dinary? Or, ſuppoſe again that his Lord- 
ſhip had been able to keep his Place at 
Court, would there have been leſs Unrea- 


ſonableneſs in laying a new Tax upon that 


Income, than there can be for laying, it 
upon this Addition to his Eſtate in the 


Country ? For the former his Lordſhip muſt 
be ſuppoſed to do ſomething ; for the 


latter abſo]utely nothing at all, tho” it be 
a Sort 
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a Sort of Indemnification for the Loſs of 


the other: That, upon the Suppoſition, 
was found to be precarious; This in the 
Country is ſecured to his Lordſhip pro- 


bably from all temporal Changes, if that 


be thought an Advantage in thoſe Matters, 
It may thus farther appear that there 


is good Reaſon for extending any new 


Place-Tax to ſome Patts of the Revenues 
of the Church. Thoſe Revenues muſt, 
ſor the Sake of Uniformity perhaps, go 
on to be improved in the common Me- 
thod: yet in conſideration of what Nature 
they are, how deſigned, and how unappli- 
cable now in great meaſure to that Deſign, 
Reaſon and Religion ſuggeſt that they may 
contribute more largely than proprietary 


Eſtates, and equally at leaſt with Civil 
Salaries, to ſome other public Uſes. The 
propoſed Tax ſeems a very moderate 


Counterba lance for the Ceſſation of ſome 
of the former Uſes of thoſe Eſtates, as 
well 
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„„ 
well as for the great Increaſe now mak- 


ing in them; beſides it's being conſidered 
as a Tax upon very eaſy and lucrative 


Poſts. In this laſt View, it muſt be owned, 


the Biſhops do not appear to be much con- 
cerned; yet how far They may be thought. 
from the two other circumſtances, to be 
able to contribute to this Tax, is ſubmitted 
to better Conſideration. Their Example 


would certainly be of very great Con- | 
ſequence. | 


If notwithſtanding all, there ſhould ite 
found ſome among the Clergy, who, from 
a ſtrict Attatchment to the Dues and Im- 
munities of the Church, may be of a dif- 
ferent Opinion from what, it is appre- 
hended, the greater Part of that worthy 
Body will be upon this Occaſion ; fuch 
would certainly upon their own Principles 
change that Opinion, ſhould it be thought 
proper to aſſure them, that the Part of this 


Tax ariſing from the Church, ſhall as 
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ſoon as poſlible be applied to the beſt Uſes 
of it; to the Augmentation of ſmall Liv- 
ings, and the making a better Proviſion 
for their inferiour Brethren : In the mean 
time, however, thoſe Gentlemen would be 


benefited in ſome meaſure by the Conſe- 


quences of the Tax propoſed. 
| What has been advanced in' general up- 


on the Subject of an extenſive Place- Tax, 


has been ſo from a Principle of Equality 


and Juſtice, in the way of promoting the 


Public Service. From the ſame' Motives 


it muſt be farther obſerved, that there are 


many other Foundations, Lay as well as 
Eccleſiaſtic, that muſt be deemed liable 
to ſuch a Tax, affording, as they are ma- 
naged, Sine-cures equal to ſome of the beſt 


in the Church. The two Univerſities are 
not meant. Some of thoſe Charities are 
ſo wholly degenerated, where for Inſtance, 
a Maſter of an Hoſpital ſeems to engroſs 


the whole Income of it, at leaſt a Thou- 
| ſand 
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ſand or Fifteen Hundred Pounds a Year, 
beſides all other Sorts of Preferments ; 
theſe I ſay with many others leſs conſider- 
able ſeem ſo wholly perverted, as to de- 
mand perhaps a new Application, when- 
ever it ſhall be judged proper to ſubject 
them to a ſtrict Enquiry, Of all theſe, 
meer Alms-charities excepted, the Govern- 
ment might undoubtly avail itſelf fo far as 


to make them contribute to this Tax upon 


Places, and in this reſpect at leaſt to the 
Public Utility. 

Hid, moulder ing, embezzled Treaſure, 
might thus ſhine forth again, and become 
gloriouſly current in our Fleets and Ar- 
mies. Could Sloth, could Luxury, could 
Avarice grudge to give a ſmall part, in or- 
der to ſecure the whole, of every thing 
that is dear to them? How much leſs 
ſhall a Nation of Spirit and Patriotiſm, a 


Church of Charity and Incorruptneſs, neg- 


lect, through any little prejudices, to ex- 
ert all juſt Means of defending every thing 


that is truely valuable? 
| R The 
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The carrying into Execution the Tax 


propoſed would not be attended with much 


"difficulty. Every Pariſh, or County, 
might be obliged to give- in a Liſt of ſuch 


Eſtates: And then without interfering with 
the preſent Proportions of the Land- tax, 


the new Tax might be managed by thoſe 


Perſons already appointed for the ordinary 


one upon Places and Penſions. The only 


difficulty would be where to draw the 
Line with regard to the lower Claſs of 


_ Charities to be exempted. But this might 


be done at once by fixing upon a certain 
Sum; beyond which whatſoever ſhould be 
received by any Perſon on Pretence of any 
Charity,or for the Managementof it, ſhould 
be charged with the new Place-tax. 

Of the Produce of ſuch a Tax in this 
Extent no Calculation can be made with 
any Exactneſs. But it may be faid with 
ſome Certainty that if an additional Tax 
upon Places and Penſions under the Go- 
vernment be an Obje& worthy the Atten- 
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ton of Parliament, the extending it as here 


propoſed would, without any private hard- 


ſhip, ſwell ſuch a Fund, ſo as to make it 
of very conſiderable Public Service. In- 


duſtry has been taxed to the utmoſt, tot . 
without ſtraining very much the Nerves 


and Sinews of Commerce, Why may 


not Bounties and Donations give a little 


Relief, in order to ſupport the grand 
Buſineſs, the Freedom and Welfare of 
our Country? By the common Circula- 
tion in human Affairs thoſe Bounties, the 


Effect of Riches, are in their Turn become 


a great Source of them: As ſuch, let them 
bear a ſmall Surcharge, whilſt thoſe other 
Sources of Wealth, of far greater Conſe- 
quence, are almoſt overwhelmed. There 
is the more Reaſon for this, as thoſe Riches 
muſt be ſuppoſed to be but little affected 
by the late ſumptuary Laws ſo wiſely con- 
trived in the preſent Circumſtances of this 
Nation. | „ 
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[ 28 ] 
A Fund fo conſtituted, not from the 
ſcanty Wages of the laborious, but from 
the eaſy Gains of the opulent, Servants of the 
Public; nat raiſed upon the Ruins of Ma- 
nufaQures, but gleaned from the Harveſts 
of Liberality and Munificence ; ſuch a 
Fund, co-inciding with the, Principles of 
Honour, Equity, and Religion, muſt be 
regarded with an Eye of Admiration in- 
ſtead of Jealouſy ; and could not but increaſe 
that Harmony and Stability in His Ma- 
jeſty's mgſt auſpicious Government, which 
ſome other Funds, ſo far multiplied, may 
tend, if poſſible, to weaken and deſtroy, 


